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North Carolina and the Gold Rush

Directions: Take turns reading each statement with your partner.  Decide whether you agree or disagree before reading the text. Circle the mining pick that is upwards if you agree, and the downwards mining pick if you disagree.  Then read in your North Carolina Social Studies text book about the North Carolina Gold Rush.  After you have read the chapter, go to the websites below for some additional research.  When your research is done, determine whether you agree or disagree and give me facts that support your answer.
	Before Reading

Agree or Disagree
	Statement
	After Reading

Agree or Disagree
	Justification-Explain why you agree or disagree

	

          



	1. Gold was discovered in North Carolina in 1799 by a child who found a 17 pound gold nugget.


	

          


	

	

         



	2. Gold mining turned Charlotte into a large financial district rather than an old country town in North Carolina.


	

          


	

	

         



	3.  It is still possible to find Gold in North Carolina today, but you have to make sure you don’t have Pyrite (called Fool’s Gold)
	

          


	

	

         


	4.  Reed’s Gold Mine was the first place to have gold found in the United States, according to records.

	

          


	

	

         



	5. The gold rush in North Carolina eventually ended up in California around 1849.
	

          


	

	

         


	6. The gold rush drastically changed America and people still are searching for gold.

	

          



	


With your partner, research the following websites:
http://www.northcarolinahistory.org/encyclopedia/59/entry

http://naturalsciences.org/microsites/notebook/geology/gold.html
http://www.nchistoricsites.org/reed/reed.htm



http://pbskids.org/wayback/goldrush/goldfever.html 

Then, create a poster and timeline about the Gold Rush in the US, starting with the discovery of gold in North Carolina.  Include facts about the gold rush and images that help support your information that you have found from your textbook, as well as the websites you have gone to for information.
